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Top 30 Tips for Legal Studies Teachers

Compiled by Jennifer Venhuizen, LSA Deputy President

The Legal Studies Association of NSW is celebrating its 30th Anniversary in 2024.
We will be publishing a range of 30 different tips, on our social media platform, to support teaching and
learning. These 30 tips are listed below!

Tip 1:

Attend the Legal Studies Annual Conference.

Tip 2: Familiarise Yourself with the Syllabus:

Understand the key components and objectives of the NSW Legal Studies Syllabus.

Tip 3: Stay up to date:

Keep abreast of any changes or updates to the legal studies curriculum.

Tip 4: Engage Students with Real-World Examples:

Use current and relevant case studies to make legal concepts more tangible.

Tip 5: Interactive Teaching:

Incorporate interactive activities, debates, and discussions to enhance student engagement.

Tip 6: Use Varied Resources:

Utilise a variety of resources, including textbooks, online materials, and legal documentaries.

Tip 7: Legal Visits and Guest Speakers:

Arrange visits to courts or invite legal professionals as guest speakers to provide real-world insights.

Tip 8: Develop Critical Thinking:

Encourage students to think critically about legal issues and develop their analytical skills.

Tip 9: Mock Courts:

Organize mock trials or moot court sessions to simulate legal proceedings.

Tip 10: Emphasise Legal Ethics:

Discuss the importance of ethics in the legal profession and encourage ethical reasoning.
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Tip 11: Utilise Technology and Incorporate Multimedia:
Incorporate legal research tools and online platforms to enhance students' technological skills.

Use multimedia presentations, documentaries, and relevant electronic whiteboards to enhance learning.

Tip 12: Current Affairs Integration:

Relate legal concepts to current affairs and demonstrate their practical relevance.

Tip 13: Exam Preparation Strategies:

Provide effective exam preparation strategies, including time management and study techniques.

Tip 14: Feedback:

Offer constructive feedback on assignments and assessments to aid students' improvement.

Tip 15: Legal Writing Skills:

Develop students' legal writing skills, including case analysis and essay writing.

Tip 16: Collaborative Learning:

Foster a collaborative learning environment, encouraging peer discussion and group projects.

Tip 17: Time Management:

Teach students effective time management skills to handle exams and assignments.

Tip 18: Legal Research Skills:

Equip students with strong legal research skills, emphasizing credible sources.

Tip 19: Legal Vocabulary:

Emphasise the importance of legal terminology and encourage its proper usage.

Tip 20: Case Law Analysis:

Teach students how to analyse and interpret case law effectively.

Tip 21: Cultural Sensitivity:

Discuss legal issues with cultural sensitivity, acknowledging diverse perspectives.
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Tip 22: Global Perspectives:

Explore international legal systems and compare them with the NSW legal framework.

Tip 23: Revision Techniques:

Provide effective revision techniques for students to consolidate their understanding.

Tip 24: Role of Legal Institutions:

Ensure students understand the roles of key legal institutions in the justice system.

Tip 25: Legal Debates:

Organise class debates on controversial legal issues to stimulate critical thinking.

Tip 26: Self-Directed Learning:

Encourage self-directed learning by assigning independent research projects.

Tip 27: Legal Careers Guidance:

Provide information on various legal career paths and pathways for further study.

Tip 28: Differentiated Instruction:

Recognise diverse learning styles and employ differentiated instruction strategies.

Tip 29: Assessment Variety:

Use a variety of assessment methods, including essays, presentations, and research tasks.

Tip 30: Reflective Practice:

Continuously reflect on your teaching methods and seek opportunities for professional development.



